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they lay packed away for years, and when at last examined
they were found to present a wholly Silurian character.
Still it was hoped that more extended research might yield
peculiar groups of fossils, and thus enable zoological as
well as lithological lines to be drawn through the vast mass
of Cambrian strata. This hope had not been realized.1

In course of time, however, as detailed in the foregoing
chapters, various other observers began to look at the
arbitrary line of division which had been drawn between
the two territories of Cambria and Siluria. That line,
drawn in part by Sedgwick himself, was not based on any
natural feature or series of sections.2 It was inserted chiefly
as a conventional boundary to separate the tract which
Murchison knew and had named Silurian from that which
he had not examined, and which he supposed to be occu-
pied by the older or Cambrian group of rocks. When it
came to be scrutinized on the ground it was found to be
wholly illusory. Mr. Bowman (1840), and afterwards Mr.
Sharpe, Sir Henry de la Beche, and Mr. A. C. Eamsay3
(1842), had shown that the Silurian mineral characters and
the Silurian fossils ranged far beyond the supposed line
of demarcation into the so-called Cambrian region, and
therefore that at least to some extent the Cambrian rocks
were undistinguishable from what had elsewhere been
termed Lower Silurian. Availing himself of these sugges-

1  See ante, vol. i. p. 382, note.

2 That for the boundary-line Murchison was not wholly responsible, as
Sedgwick maintained, is shown by the letter already quoted (vol. i. p. 307),
where Murchison, in writing to Sedgwick, actually alludes to the bound-
ary-line in North "Wales having been inserted by the latter, and evi-
dently speaks of a fact which at the time was fresh in their recollection.

3 It was in the month of June 1842 that Mr. Kamsay found fossils at
Llandeilo, proving this extension, and the same fact was made out one
day later, but independently, by Sir H. de la Beche, at JUangadoc.
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